
IRE AMEN OF THE ROCAS.

From The Leisure Hour.

-^Venerable Bede, with age grown blind,
*£ii went abroad to preach the new evangel.
80 __wn to town, village to village, journeyed

*ff_° i__intlv elder, with a lad for gume,
u ..ached tlie word with youthful zeal and fer-

ip. pi*
vofa__f___M tho lad led bim along a rale,

aj^jgtteresl ott with mighty moss-grown boulders.

_, though'^" than malicious, quoth the urchin,
.eHerr reverend Father, many men bave come,
, /li) the multitude await thy aermou."
WSjThlinil old man stood upright at bis speech,

:5j iDake his text.explained it.thence digressed,
gloried warned, reproved, and comforted,

An

ji glory ls for iver and for ever.

orham '"-lice a thousand, thousand answering voices.
.* Y-s 7-.ve.end Father. Amen and Amen?'

Th,-?,'terri_<.<!. the boy fell down reprntant,
foatesshig to the saint his ill behavior.

,. n
** *aiil the holy man, "didst thou read never

wk.t g_Nne.t themselves shall cry if men be silent T

play thou no more, myson.with things divine.
God's Woi
Than suv

'jwa ru lue i_u__i is ninny-nea
sari shall wake iu stones, ai

Gkllert.

PlaV I boll HU muir, tu. mm, -itiiu m.ii_,.-. .u. iii

God s Word is powerful, and cuts mure sharp
Than any two-edged sword. And it it be

Thst man toward the Lord is stony-hearted,
a haman heart shall wake in stones, and witness."
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XVII.

Tbs gAV season had soon set in with fnll force. It

promised to be a season of especial brilliancy.
Claire rapidly found people gathering about her.

gbs began to bave a little list of her own. The
wives of the two gentlemen who had dined with

herself and husband in Goldwin's compauy, each

u_ed herself und husband to dine at th.-ir own

goos*. The ilinners were both of sumptuous quality,
and attended by numerous ot tn i guests. Claire
pads a deep impression at both places. Her toi¬

lettes were rich and of unique taste; sbe waa by far

the most beautiful woman at eitli-1- assemblage.
The sadden financial glory of Hollister,whose actual
wealth was tiipled if not quadrupled by rumor,
east about her exceptional grace, beauty aud wit au

added halo of distinction. She was the kind ol

woman whom women like. In not a few of her
own sex .bo quickly roused an enthusiastic purti-
guiship.
" You are bound to lead, or nothing." Mrs. Di gus

loon said to her. " I sea this very clearly, (Jlane..
though, for tbat matter, I have seen it all along."
"I mean tn lead, or nuttung," answered Claire,

with her superb candor. "Thusfar 1 have not lound

lt difficult."
Mrs. Diggs put up her thin forefinger.
"Tnt, tut," sba remonstrated. "Don't be too

jonfident. Ambition may overleap itself. Re-
.jisuiber that vou ara still on the threshold."
"I've crossed it,' said Claire, laugtnug. " I'vo

got mto thc drawing-room.''
"No, you haven't, my dear. You have yet

Achieved nothing secure, absolute, decisive. Now,
fm uot a bit <>f a suob, mysi-lf, as you know. But
1 understand how to reason like one; I cnn measure

tbs mettle of the foe you've got to fight with. Let
na talk plainly together, as we always do. None of
tbs very heavy swells have as yet admitted you.
There's nu uso of denying this. You're being a

great deal talked about. You've broken bread
already, and you've received invitations to bleak
more bread, with some vety nice, exclusive women.

Bot they are not of the first rsnk; tnev're not of the

peat, proud, select clique. True, Cornelia bas
called on yon, nnd sylvia Lee has called. You've
returned their visits, aud baveseeu neither; neither
wat at home. But then neither is at home except
on ber visiting-day, aud tbat is customarily written
with much legibility on both their cards. But on

botb the canis which you received, no day at all teas

vritttn. I've never mentioned this nature, bave 1 T
Well, it never occurred to me until last ingot. 1
was nervous, and couldn't sleep; that dear Man¬
hattan was nut al tbe club, smoking those horrid
cigars, which flush bia face so aud burt bis poor,
tear bruin, I'm sure. Perhaps it waa that which
kept me aw ike and made my mind wander toward

you, and r. fleet upou this peculiarly interestin ir

Hage of your career. The little circumstance* I
hare mentioned may mean nothing, but I'm la*
.liued to think otherwise; evervthiuK.no matter how
trivial, about Cornelia, ls sure to merni something.
Bot, boweser this mav be, affairs have now reached
Speculiar du.ss with you. You must make a coup.
Wy dear.a grand coup."
"Which you have arranged entirely,"' .aid Claire,

¦Hiing, "1 haven't a doubt. And now you await
My sanction of ill"
Hrs. Digga creased her pale forehead, in a reflec-

*4iv. frown. "No, not precisely that, my dear. I
haven't yet quite decided wbat it is to be. But I
have almost decided. Suppose that you ito uot make
it st all. tl,.ii is, not in your own person. Suppose
that I make it for you."
"Youl" intjuued Claire.
"Yes. Suppose that I send out canis for a hu ero

ftreptlon, sud place your card within tin- same

.avelope. 'I hen you would receive at my side, don't
yon know, and everybody who came must hence¬
forth be on your hst ai well aa on mine. 1 would
launch you boldly forth, in other words. I would
.at you uudri* my wing. I would give you my
NW."
A marked intimacy now existed between Claire

tod Goldwin. Ha would ol ten drop
hi ot an evening.-sometimes of an
giteruooo. Hollister waa not by any
ftssns at home every even>ng. when h« ami Clai e
bsd no mutual engagement. He was getting io
have a gund many solitary engagement**. "Stag"
(haiien claimed bim; there would be nocturnal
trysts with cr.am fellow-financier, on the _.ubjert
ol toe morrow's chances. Tb. n. too. he bad been
¦"..de a member of the Metropolitan dun, au in¬
stitution oddly hard aod in a way oddly easy to
toter ; it was thu one great reigning club of tho
contimut; uone other precisely resembled it; the

jocial leaders who did uot b«loug to it were
*»w, and to cross its doorstep at will
was the unfn iii lied dream of mauy asocial strug-
(Uer.
Claire cordially liken Goldwin. If be bsd b.en

¦to*enre nhs Mimili etill have liked lim. though his
**->P<'rts.,cn' wat so knit in with his p-isouaiity. he
Whaled muh an atmosphere of pecuniary ami pa-
"¦eian celebrity, that on_ could ill itu uk of him as

l___i B or efer having beeu obscure. Sha was

*?Wi7 frank with hun regarding her ambitious
'!___*' _. would throw Lack bis hand-
Ml bead aud laugh most heartily at

J"? in_euuo_s confidences. He would tell
Ini. * *°* *"-* lliP moat exquimte
I6*** in the world, and yat tbat he waa e-mo-how
forced to accept her as quit* tba opposite of ene.
Ah. yee, nietiaely opposite," ba would add, with a

"uttered pail at his siliteu moustache tbat sbe
witto be studied in its emotional sugget-liven-ns,
*''* a largo »i-_ that sh* suspected ol beiug leas
¦judied, and with a look lo hie. tun ming hazel eyas
.Ji*i wimbi nearly alwaya make her avert her own.
eo' litii!ia-_r nud become a very substantial fact,and
...knew just how much oj. it the popular mandari!
M "ifely discretion would permit ber to receive.
Jost l.ow tntii'ii nt it *_n,iii! heber advantage aud.
iat -er detriment. Ha wai too keeu nut to have
weeivel that she bud drawu tuis judicious line of
*fl'**l»tion. Mow aud tben be made little semi-

£Co»e attempt* to overleap it, bul at tue worst a
¦om um;d curb bim where a glanco filled. She
»»nd him, alt,_ ai|_ s_lt_toi y but neser vicious j a
¦out pul* 0f .Xqu ..._. _jWM-8'i_r.Ugbt him to terms.
Alter her converse with Mrs. Diggs, just recorded,

jnetola lum 0f lu% utters proposed coup, ile
wited st her _ii_.ri.ly for a lu.iuicut, uud tbi_u made

\t\_\ wry grimace.
,i»ood li«avansI" he exclaimed. "That woman

.tu** \ou' ll would be complete ru m."
m-A.n l*'tt» ls my friend, and as such I roust insist
.eon join always sneaking willi respect of bar tu

» Ptvseuc-." reprimand-id Claire, stoutly.
kali ""J:1. Wi»y,of coursel respect her. Not pbrs-
_«__.' .u1,',";<)IJ',tr*ict«d on too painful a plan of
¦Tjr.jf*-. .

ul ,n .**- other waye 1 consider her
__.«. u ,

8nt-'*» «ot . *>**. **>"> -bean in thal
rs-*'**-- body of hera. She's as liberal as the air.
sa.11,i *ul **0od lorm-she isn't a swell, and no

gy power oo-ud make ber so. Of connia sha
JJ**11 ioiuk sba baa raa.ly laat casie. She may
___-_-_"- '* *h0 d°*»s, but privately sae baa au im-
'«*.-,? ,n bet ability to play the fine lady at a

-Ut ir uot,ce*- I don't know any woman moro
f7**f maapproved of hy har own original eet. Shall
___*_..°Y, kl <bia idea of bera would result lu if
Fonn__f ' c»r"«d out! A distinct inquiry to
___T.___._ ."-be has a crowd of queer lriemls whom
^woaldn'tslight for the world; she's too con-

XmVoY ^-l-beaned She'd invite them all. aud
fo h!__U'1 *il «»*-».* Har notable relatione-the
Ba__.«*"»".¦ Van Cerlaara and AmsteMains and
ttwm \^T% *ud H«»ven knows wbo elaa.would
~*~-ZJ!!______^^_*ta ahudder whaa they got the

v%wt*4*yl*A Xggg by gag_. _*_mMm, Xii rights meretd.

tickets for her entertainment. They would mostly
come, too, and all their grand friends would no
doubt follow them. But they would come with a
feeliua of deadly rancor toward yourself; tbey
wonld never forgive you tor setting her up to it,
and nothing could induce them to believe that you
had not set ber up to it." Here Gold * iu crossed* his
legs with an impatient violence, aud stared down at
ena of his shoes with enough intensity font to have
been concerned in tbe lasi caprice of tbe stock-
market. " Oh, no." he went on. " that would never
do. Never in the world, lt wouldn't bf a coup at
all; it womd be a monstrous fiasco. Tskc my ad¬
vice, now, and politely but firmly nip auy such pro¬
ceeding in the hud."

Claire, dui. On his own side, Goldwin was secretly
determined that she whom ba thou_ht the most
fa-cinating. novel and beautiful woman he bad ever
met. should achieve the full extent ol her desires,
i hrs. desires affected bim much as lhey attected
Hollister ; tiny were part of Claire's charin for bim;
they were like tbe golden craft ot scrollwork that
lraraed the picture; tiny set it off,
and made it more precious; theio was
a lovely imperiousness about tbem timi would
have bored hun in another woman, like a kind of
ugly greed, but in her were a delight.
He hail made np his mimi to serve ber, brilliantly,

ctnspicuou.sly, and he soon ,1 ul so. He issued iuvi-
tations for a dinner at Delmonico'*, and gave li¬
on a scale af splendor that eclipsed all bm previous
hospitalities. Kare music stole to tbe gurs's whiie
they ieasted; tim board wan literally pavilioned in

flowers; the winos and the vianils w-»re marvels of
rarity anil cost; beside the plaie of each la ly lay a
lan stmid d with her monogram in precious stones:
during de- .cit a little cake was served to evetvb.tlv
prase ot, which, when hr<.k<-u, ai titaitxd a ling wita
either the word hienvrtm or bienrcnite einbos _d in
Bilvcr .il.un. its goblen circlot. 'Ibe bost bad lum. n

his guests from anions, the autocrats aud arbiters of
fashion. Clune and Hollister were the only persons
wbo did not represent aristocracy al its sovereign
height. But on Claire fill the chief honors, lt was
she ¦_ bom Goldwin conducted into the dining-
room; it was she to whom bndiiecteit the major
share ot bis attentions, contriving with slight ap¬
parent effort that she should know every one else,
auil making it evident that the affair was held in

large, limn inn .< omi.liment to her-ell alone, th.muli
not i bi Hiting this fact lulu more thau partial prom¬
inence.
Goldwin, lor certain marked reasons of bis own,

had been from the lirst rexolve-1 ii|inn the attend¬
ance ot Mn, Kiduewiiy Lee. Hes.nt no Invitation
to Mis. Vaa Horn. He knew that Clair* usun tai
tbe latter of adverse feelings, and he knew no more

than this. But Mrs. Van Horn wa- no' a Bi-oeasity
to the Mic-ce--- ot his festival ; she could i.nelly be
rcpiacwd by some othor leader, and it wt.mil I.e
much better not to invite her at all than to invite
her with.nu avail. But Mrs. Lee must appear.
He h.itl Viei-u prcpated lor refusal, ami it inomptly

came. On the evening of the day it reached him, he

presented himself al Mrs. Leo's residence. Ile found
ber alone. Bb*bad danie., harnell io four or live
otner t-eiitlf-nifu during the pri-vmus hour. She bad
expected Goidwui, tiioiign she timi to lo*M deco¬
rously surprised when he entered her elegant little
drawing-room.
Sbe Iiml chosen to clothe her. elf in black satin,

tbe slummer of whore lens*.drawl lam* o about
bpst ami waist, and ol its trailing dnpacia* aboal
tne lower portion of her lithe person,
give to ber s'range beauly un ulmus!
startling oddity. An irreverent crinc wbo bad
receuilv seen berni ibis robe, bini ilecarrd that she
made him think ol awet >*ci. Allowing the compari¬
son to bave been apt if ungallant, there la M doabl
tbat she could have sngitested only an eel v>*rv mueh
humanized, with a lace ..f quite ns e_tia..idinarv
t. minnie beauly as tbat po. sensed 1.*. th- deadly
lady whom Keals mi weirdly i el.hiiii, tl.
Her dat k, lame eyes sa*_M_i to ni/lit lit with the

smouldering Ira of fever. lhe liniment (joiilwin
looked well at her be male up his mimi that be wns

io nave a harri time of it. 8be natl undoubtedly
an.'.*-. «*il tlie purport ot his dinner, and sm meal,: lo
fill linn so. He at ron g l.v MMpaetad that she BMMll
tu tell him so, as well, with consult table vet hal em¬

bellishment.
He inetenued, in a playful wav, to bo dazzled bv

ber faatoattt apaaral, He put h.>th hand, un to his
eyes ami rub.ied them iu a comic imilaimii of tia*
wilder.li.iit.
"I'm not prepsred to tell you whether I like it or

not," be said, while he sank into ono at lin* h g,
yu him.' cuairs. " But I consider it aplendldly
ett.-ciivo. Il makes you ap|iear _o b_autt-
f till v slipnery. You look as if iou

could slide into au indiscretion and
tuen squirm righi out again without liciii__ observed
by an v uni v.

Mis. L. e bit ber lip. She had oftei let bim say
more nain v things than this lo brr and ii«. t r*a*nt*d
thain, Lui lo-uifcbt ber mood held no huch toler¬
ance.
" You once promised me," t-he said, "that you

wouid Dover sneak rudely aboal my perapoal ao*

|ieaiain*e." Sba seemed tn shute wit-ii some illllicnl-
t.v this and tl-sentences ti.at follow*-) It, "I dui
not mi. e my-i If. 1''maim if I hail been gr.inteii
tbat linnie*..' I might baie hit ou a tyne m,ne

suited IQ your taste."
(l.i tliiiii siiru_g.'il his shoulders, "Ob, come."

be said, "you've let me chatl mu a hiiD.lird limes
lief ne. and tr> ated it an a ink-.''

Ile w.s still seated, lille sbe a toni]. He forgot
to think this ailtsc .urte«y toward her; ho would
hu ve remembered it as such wu ii aluin.t any other

woman; bis out ward manners were usually blain
leos: bat perhaps be waaaa moro at faull thau she
bm sell mi tba pi e.nu negligence.
As it was, it tint not strike uer. Shs was tbiiikine

ot'ilfiei w i.'iliet things. A delicate i.hle st..od
near ber. ami she half linne.I inward it,
breaking fiom a massive basket of crimson
ros *s otu* whom* rich petals wein

heavy-f'.bled and perfect, at tl tiling it iii the tm om
ol br night-dark ilma, GoldWU was watcbiDl
her cowTi ly but keenly, all ibe while, .--.lie seemri]
tu bun like an incarnate tempe-i bo knew bet sn

wrli. Ills furtive but sham gaze saw the tremor in
bi r slim, pale hugers as sbe diuli with tho iliscom-
paulolietl tn_e.

Fiutling tbat she did not answer, he wont on:

"You're onto sorts to-iusrbl. Has any.lu.ig gone

wrong dui itu. Hie day f"
Mie tossed brr bead lor an instant, aad her lip

curied s.. Inch lhat it showed the white eda* ot uer

teeth. Bnt promptly abe s'-'emed lo deeds inion a

nu n ann not a tiarsh tetort. " I have !*ern at tlin

hospital Mioht of the afternoon.'' she said. " 1
pi a yeti for an hour beside a poor oin woman who
was dying with cancer." Bb*gav*atjuirk, nervous

sh-idder. " It was horrible." Mi" ilis-l her eyes,

tben slowly re-opened them. '¦Horrible," elie re¬

pealed, iu her must measured way.
" It must Lave bein simply ghastly," observed

Goldwiu, with diyn.-r-s. " ior HoaVt n's sake, why
don't von swear oil these dabauohea ot i-linntv lor
at least a month or two! linv're ciim*>lettdy
breaking vou up. li's tuey thal pul you iii ibesu
inabtiul uuiuois."
Sae cam.* *__rv____l steps towan' him, and sank Into

a chair quite close at bis sine. Bbc I wisred heiselt
so iuiii.iinii ely. in taking this new ros nie, that ln-i

detraclOiB would have decide, i Hie wind- .icrfnrm-
an<" one ot lier most aggravating arterial ions.

"What trightliil humorsf sim asked, flus

qtirstion had the same loitering, somnolent intnna-
ti. n that alWaga belonged lo lier >p.0_. and
c,intrusted so quaintly with ber mu v..us, rolalilo
tums au.l aaa*,
ooldwin Kaw that the time bad come. "Oh, you

know what 1 mean," be said. " Von went uud
retuned tm dinner. Of coors- yon didn't mean lt."
" 1 ititi mean it," said Mrs. Lee, v iv low indeed.
"Nonsense. I'm like au aatorptialag sale.mau.

I won't lake 'no' for an answer."
" 1 shall give you no other."
He leaned n-arer to lier. -'What on earth is the

matter!" be inquired. "1 am um ¦_ ta mike if a very
mee attar. 1 iion'i think I've ever lone anything
q ute as oreti y as this will be. tom used to tell um
tnat no one did the_e things just as well ai 1. You
u-eil to sav that li I evei hil wu out at om of my
state leasts you'd cut ruy a. qnainiaine."

blie had drooped Lei* small, dark bead while
he spoke, but now, us he iniish-il, she raised
it. H-.T tones were still low, but unwonted epred
was iu her nords.
"1 don'i doubt you will make it a very nice afiair.

Bul you give it because you want to give distinction
to a woman who has bewitchetl yon. Don't deny
that Mrs. Hollister will be there. 1 know it.1 am

cm 1.11ii of lt."
"1 don't deny it." said Goldwin, crosiing his legs

quietly, "now that you alford inc a chance of Stat¬
ing it."
He saw her control an inward shiver from dis¬

placing more overt signs.
" Ob. weil," abe sam. "do not ht ns discuss the

qm -imu any more. 1 aent you my regret to-day.
Jl bave another en_age'iient, us I tatt u."
" Another engagement is easily broken."
"ll is a duiner engagement."
" 1 iion't b-ln-v. you."
" You are grossly i ude."
"I know I auu It's perfectly awful. It'sthe first

time lever insulted a woman. I shall bo iu the
depths ot repentance all day to-monow. 1 don't
know if I shall ever really pardon myself. But....
1 don't believe you."
He said this with a mournful delibera¬

tion that would at hiv other tune

have roused ber moat enjoying laughter:
tor be had in bun the rich luml ol true cornedr, as

many ol bis friends were wont loudly to attest, and
at will he could draw flattering plaudits of mu th
from even the gloomiest hearer.
Bul Mrs. Lee did not show tbe glimpse of a smile.

" I bore ia no amt*," abe said. " I have given yon my

answer. 1 shall not go. I shall uol permit you to

make of my name anil position a mere lille conven¬
ience. 1 shall not laud you auber oue or tba otber,
tbat it may serve your purpose iu presenting to

Bm*mty auy adventuress who may bave pleased your
fancy?'
Goldwin waa vory angry at this speech.

Nhs had ito idea how angry lt had
made him, aa be quietly rose and faced her.
"What right have you to call her au adventur¬

ess t" be naked.
Her eyes flasbed as she looked up at hire. "Of

course aba ls ona. Her husband, too, is an adven¬
turer. They're both trying to push ibemsalvea in
among the nest people. And yan are helping them.
You are helping bim because of bar ; and you are

helping her.wail, you ar* helpiug har because
of herself."
Goldwin was smiling uow. i__e perceived, tben,

haw very angry ka waa. Sbe know his smile so

well that when it came, different from any other
she had ever seen on the esme lips, it struck her by
its cold novelty.
"You called upon tbis adventures-," he satd;

* you were wiling to do that."
" Yes.to please you."
"Allow tbat as your reason. Yon called on her

innrivateto please me. You will not me,.t her in
public to please me. ls not that just how the case
stands T''
She fixed her eyes on his face. Her feverish look

had growu humid. Ile could plainly noic that her
lips trembled. She was sn alive, now, to a sense of
bis beingverv indignant, t hat this realization fright¬
ened ber, and she let bim see, with pitiable candor,
just how much it frightened her.

" You are in love with Mrs. Hollister," she mnr-
mnred. "And.she is in hive with von."
She showed bun tbe tull scope of his power by

those few words. He walked to wanl the door,
pausing on its threshold.
"I won't remain to hear yon insult a woman

whom I respect," be said; "you Ballad her an adven¬
tures., which is uutruc ; you now say something
even worse."

" Will ymi deny it." she a«k<*d, rising.
Her question hail a plaintive, querulous rinc,

which the circumstances made something moio
than uathctic.

" .*. ul you reconsider your refusal!" lie said, mak¬
ing the interrocauoii a reply.
Mie sank back into her sent again.
"No, never! she exclaimed.
"Good night," he rcurned. Un went immedi¬

ately ont into tue hall, put na his coat and hat, aud
lett the hou«e.

" Slits will yield." he told liiin«elf. " I am sure of it.
She showed me that sh- would 1/ I were only hard
ei i.ii«h. I mean to be bard. I can make it up 1:1
kihtiness bv-and-hv."
He waited three days. No word emin to him

from Mrs. Leo. But on tho fourth word came to
lum.
" I knew ir," he t_oug.it, an ho road her note.
Mrs. Lee went to t he dinner in a truly ina v-llmis

cowu. it was hume curious blending ot criir.sou
mid black silks, that mad.- her look aO__bt*_J dad
in one attitude and luridly clad in the BOXS. BM
only jewelry was a'lui strike of mines about her
slender throat, and the head ol tb-- snake, Bal
dlT*0tIJ beneath her chm, was a big gnld one. hav¬
ing two huge garnets fur eyes. All tbo women pro*
Bounced her c"stume rtdicoloasl. avardon*. All
the men pgofaaaad io !'ke it. she aeyarapaaawd! la
gayer spirits. Next t Claire sba was lin* limit no¬

table I,-uni,ine Rn
But Clure ruled absolnt*. She hail never been

more beautiful, perhaps because she hat! Berat felt
m. nc secretly ami victoti..iis|y exultant, lim de¬
licious music, tim pietcing vet tender odor ot the
lavish (lowe;*, the Inaidiona poteoeyof the wines,
which sh. si|i|ieil sparingly ai,tl fall i!ani_'-r<m ¦!V
tingle thr..nc lui veins-all these inline-ure*
wroogbl upon lim a speciea ol stimulating entbr il
ment which mada tho whole splenditl banquet s em.
aa tba fallowing daT, like boom enebantod diaam.
On one pule sic Goldina, tba genius who bad
crra'eil this lovely witchery, urbaue, devoted, alle¬
giant on the other -ile rat a natl of deserved
eminence, a wit, a scholar, a statesman. Sue talked
with both companions, ami it could not he saul that
she tho.) charmed bnih. tor one was already ber
local devotee. As for t he ot her, though advanced
in .yearn ami freighted With pr.iujent _i.i> riences, hw
MOB tacitly admitted thal li" had at I.i.. tumid, at
the must .iisciiiuniai imf parted ot his cn.er, a
wont rt,1 wims jua. ci nf intelligence and beauty* met
in faa!______ bbisob. As ail the ladies roan, laavia*
lhe geuliriiieii lo their codee amt cigars, ho ie.im*i|
toward Goldwin, even baton ('laue's __rap*rtaa had
swen, th" threshold of the iluuiig-rooin, aud iguili-
cuntly murmured:

" Vmi y.t ra light. She is an event."
That iluuiei was the s!ep|iiii_.-**lons by which

Claire inoniiled into immediate' tnatapb. li mi lhat
mu bi si,.- waa tb* rei i_iin in tavartretu jual tba nalia
Wheio -.he Had aimed in icigu. Her lal brr bul die!
a pauper and been buried as mie. Sba, Un* B___t_*a_
of mun l linus iniis, having lix.',ily remembered
what a feeble, disappoint* 1, obaooi*. brokeo-down
utan had Mid tn bal la early 1 iiilubi.0.1, now stood
as ll.e living, ar lual ie.ult ni bil p.i*t coiiusel,
V..tr- ago tba need had been no,in in that "ii.igv
little baaenseal >.t < itu Hoadred aod Twelfth
In-day ihe (Inver bloomed, rare an I li.-.iiititiil. The
nilli-.ui hat! (Iuiii.'¦'I Hie hill to us lop, ainu all.
¦She had .io* amwil tired and gone lio.ne hrf re tho
top wai teat he 1. __t hail doo< Inu Cather*, bidding.
She was sure he would he yi.nl il ba knew.
"Ami ye' am I t|iiite ann- I" she would sometimes

ask h rscll. "Wa*. I.i What ba really 111'.int when
he sj>o_e hose Wofdaf"
She knew perfectly the folly of the emirs', that

sbe now pursued. Har occasion*] poll qtiealii nings
wm* a hypocrtav thal si._ realm .1 while sim in¬

dulged ii. I'.lU lhey Wi ie very ..ec is tmal. Bb* bad
slight time for bitraapaetioa, for aaaljils ol ber
own acts.

I'latiery anti devotlo* literally pmirer] noon tn her,
like the n"w waaJth thu aoetiaa*d lu norn in npoa
l.i-l hllihjlill. 1 be boils* III I went V-l',1 _; ll I ll HtIV* I
aaa boob ricihanged taff ¦ spa.u u*. manaKra oa
1Iftb A .eiiue. 1 Lain ceased tn know even Ihe
u.uni,n of bor sriv,mts. ,**n had a boaaakaapa**,
who supei inteiided then en.'ty mi.-nt 1 nud Ait*
charges Bbadwolt loan ataaoepaore ol tn .
Immy, ai.tt tm.url herself .tiring it umre ami inure

aa abo yieldad to tb* apell of it- sabtla enervation.
1 ba ,-eusoii, like ber Bovaretcatv, was al its bright

As ibe iiinas. g.ns. she waa aakadeverywhare, ll r

bngbtorcaoatioaayiacs wore ever mi in- llpa of
loyalqaoteta, H-r toil-ut.-. -yere doacrtbed imiu

jntiiualisiie realism ib lunrj- ibaa s sin*_ie aewapa-
lier. Cards !oi her entOl la.niiieiiti wei., eagerly
sought, ami olleii vainly. I-iit-iguei* ol dlet-Bl lum
drilled into her drawn g-roiiius as it by a naiural
process ul ill 11_.* mu. BO* hail -cala ely a or

ot tiiim tn I,ei-eli; wben sh.- waa Botaaiwtaiaiag
she was being eutertaioed. Bar adflnrara, womea
ami men, vi, tl iu ell' ts lo scone inr preaeac*. tit
bad acquit*-, a ii bi iona nagle Instinct, tba laat
linril. tl jm'I ona tn I- h ; sue ll ni it the gi hui I ali li

|.ri let: iimi, l)i|iiomnlists wh.i had niel and kimwn
Un-in -1 rn ed b*aatwa ni Foropaan c nuts, iiad
not tun . hut iiia-ij ti iniv her ./ rene ceganc* ol

deportmoot, the nndnlatiog grac* ol bel step, tbe
nice melody of her voice, tbe ta* wiaardry ol h. r

smile. Sh" ad nevil sen Barep*. gSi she mr.'ht
ii nv spent ail the yeats ol lou y on tli on it* miiI with
no lovi'liei irsi.lis than tboaa which now m.ii Lr,1
bar captiv.nug taaaaar, mu- v.as Am. i icao, paai
nueatioo, to 1 ranaatIantie ayaa, yal tbeaa foaad ia
her only tba ongtual buoyancy aod fresh r»s ot
tua' iiaiionnlii.y, witaout a kleain ot ita so-t'iund
c-*__*t_a_a.
iocs, ni 1 nil**-, rose ti]) against her. There can b>*

m. sun >s* 11imii: shadow, sim badBiade beraalf aa
iel a rarity thai cheap*nii_f comment eoabfc

uni tail t.. begia iiaaaaaalt. It tiid bo, la bot earoeat.
Two WOaaoB bad d-iu-tl their Mactlua ta Inr
"iiitl'lm popularity. in.se .vere Mi*. Yan limn ami
.Mrs. Ridgeway I. I ney wei* not ..;.en e*e__i_a|
neither, to ai appearaaaaa. wera tbey eovart ooaa.
1 bey yvrie on speaking tn ms wu ,1 ne. lhey met
her constantly, yri tbey ottered er no tleier. me.

li terence tun vt bat she now required, aad wnha
yy nleiy-admitleil right.
Tb* invidious statements that stole Into circula¬

tion rebiding lui could Bul he tints 1 r ither to the

vengeance ol llevsrli-y 'linn tun's siuei or tba
le ilouayofHtoari Ooldwin s a i.a u.i ..ned worshipper.
It is poaaibla tba! 1 he most leal ol Claire's defenders
11 vei thought of M tracing I baas. Hut the state¬
ments wi-r made, and took wing. Bb* bad baaa a
vulgar girl ot ibo people. Hal panalBga nus of the
asoet plebeiaa mut. A lucky marriage had given
her thc chance, now B***p_*d ami enlarged. Her
inaitleii nam.* hail been this, thal ami tbe oilier. Hut
was absoluielj Monody.

L'lalre heani n.iue iii these scutching comments.
Sb* relined to. haughtily for Uml. Mrs. Higgs
heard tucin. hui Mis. Higgs betrayed no sign of
their existence, (iohlwiu was now devotedly at

Claire's side ; they were repeatedly sren In public
togxtber; U.e world ui which abe ruted considered it

ip ri tint huiijugaii'iu ; she had lu nu-1, tbe great
Wall titree) Klug ob, (nil indy lo lier 1 ei-t.
Bat BO breath of si.inner tun,ted lhe ir,allon be¬

tween ihrm. Claire had been very cl-y-i she hail
Mantad tba tret arrow, aa to apeaa. Bb* bad done
so hy ur an*, ol hst coIil|.iel« iii incence. liol.in in

* as iu mve with her; mi one douhleil ibis, lt was
soniri i.ing notable to bava saul of one. Hu she
wass'isately nut lu love with (io Iwtfl that she
could continually, by euokr. of (rank tact, show
1 he world hei own calm tnignntg mui hts entire
subservience*. A swill yet sure chasm Widened
between herself and Holltsier. Ibo lat¬
ter hail become a man ol incessant ami
imperative engagements. Claire nevei dream, d t_
telling a jealous pang, ami yet she knew that her
htisoaml, BO le_s than hersell, had become a star of
ta.hion. Hnllisler was nisidiinii.ly louited. He
aud Claire would uow meet one a day, and some¬

times iud sn ol len. limy hali s-paraie uiiarl ment s j
it » as ho much more convenient for botb. The
twtat dlaaar aagagamiit irn-uentiy alalaiad them,
bul on these occasions she would BPP*Bf in tue
lower hall to meet him, rustling brneatii some new

mn icle ol ures'inakuig, and they would get into
tbe carriage loaelher ami bo itiiveu io th- u-i-

poinletl place. Al Hie dinner llu-y yvoiild lie vvnlelv
separated. He would sit beside sumo woman gla I
to hare semi.'.I hun ; she Would li*** I'm ooflkpaaioa
of some inaii biippy hecaiiie ot her nearness, 'lhe
dinner would break np ; the hour would be some-

wbatlate; they would get into then* carriage:
Hollister would have an appointment, at the club,
orsomewbeie. He would iel Ciaui* into thn great
new house with his latch-key. "Cool night,'' be
would say, and hurry oil into the carriage thal had
waited tor lum. ilaire would ascend and ba dis¬
robed by a sleepy maid, 'i'o-iuoirow there would
¦peinaps he ano! bet duiner, of me sim'* snit. Or lt
nu*-, .1 bc an altair to which sba went alone, and
lr.mi which (ioldwin accompanied her home.
Uoldwin was always prepared to accompany har.
ila obeyed lier uod.

lint Hollister was still her devout subject. It
was merely that tha sundering stress ol cirenm-
stances divided them. He did uot torget Claire ; he
postponed her. Everything waa in a whirl with
BUB. now ; he was shooting rapids, so to si-eak, and
by and by be would ba in still water again. Far
the present, be bail only time to tell himself that
Claim was getting on magnificently well. It was
like driving four or six restive horses abreast, with
his wife seated at bis side. He must attend to the
skittish brutes, aa lt wera; her eafeir, no leas tbau
bis own,depended on his good driving. Iiut sha
was there at his sida | ka felt comfortably eura of
thia fact, though ba could not tura and look at har
bali *tteo enough.
It was now tbe middle of J annaly. Tha weath.r

bad been proliiic In heavy eauw-itonu.. and tbe

sleighing had Oiled town with its jocund tinkles.
One alternoon Claire, leaning bacg iii a coinum ti-
ous sleigh aud muffled to tbe throat iii furry robes,
stoppod at Mrs. Di ega's house, and the two lathes
wiro driven together into the Park. It w.is a per*
tam afternoon of its kind. There was no wind ;
tho cold was keon but still; not a hint of thaw
showed it.telf m the bmks of powdery snow skirt¬
ing either edge of the streets, or in those pure, _n-
rtiughened lapses windi clad the spaciou* Park,
beneath the black asperity of winter trees, traced
against a sky of steely bla_B__a. Claire was rn
high spirits; her laiuh Iud a ring as clear as the
weather. Mrs. Higgs suiv.Tt* I under th« protective
wraps of the sleigh. "My circulation was never
meant for this gurt of thing," she saul, at length.
" * * st gone far enough, haven't we, Claire T li's
nearly dark, to,-."
This was a most glaring fallacy, coined hy the

desperation of poor Mrs. Digit's discomfort. But
the chilly light waa growing a blue gloom above
lin-massed housetops, wh.n tue two ladies found
themselves at Claire's door.

ll hail been arranged that they should dine quiet-
lv together ihat evening. Hollister would not be
athone, aad Claire, for a wonder, would. Mrs.
Higgs hail been complaining, of late, tl at she never
had u moment nt privacy with ber friend. Claire
bad agn.d, thief days ago, to disappoint for ono
night all wbo wert* seeking her society. " We shall
bave a cosey dinner," she had saul, " of just you
anti me. \\ e will chat of everything.-past, present
ami tuturi-."
Mrs. Higgs recalled that word * cosev,' as sae en¬

tered Claire's proud dining-room, with its lofty
arched ceil mg, where little stats of gold gleamed
Iroui dark interspices betyveen massive rafters of
walnut. She crouched on a soft rug beside the
deep, large tire-place, in winch areal logs were
blazing. Ami while she baakad in the Bleasaut
gi,, w, lier ero wandered about the irrave grandeur.
of the noble lonni, scanning its dinky iraiie oi
trataaoaat, tapestry, tropic plants or costly pic¬
tures: for all was in eo.nhre shadow except the
Wddaaea hearth uml the small central table, on
whose yvlnt.* cloth two great clusters of wax lights
had been let, sieging turu colan Irom a group of
Mower-, ami Hs clean sparkle fiom thr- glasi aad
sliver. Tue whole tahlo was like a spot ot light
sun.I tba stately dla_B*_a

" Heatly, very silemlitl indeed. Claire," said Mrs.
Higgs, in a sort or rumitiativ. rllipsi-, letti*g her
Bf* presently r*st aa the tips of her own upheld
lingers winch the firelight had (urned into that
nulky Biak tbat we ofMa WSS Quat tbioiigh opals.
"Hut I really think 1 liked the lillie bau-ment
huns*- better, take it all in all."
" Dd ymi T* murmured Claire, who wu* stan-tine*

neat tier, enjoying I un warmt b but not bathing ia it
like her hali-fiozeri Irieml. " I ilulu'l."
A very impressive buller soon glided into tho

room, and told .Madame ni IV-ncli that she was

served. Mm. Higgs scr.tinbleil to her feet ; tho
m ._.¦ .;v of ii.e tmliar had something io tlo wnh her
Spa* -I in leif..lining thu act, though hunger via,

|.el li a,ts coat e, ii"d ill if.
" Thal drru'liiil sleigh-ride, has Wt me my appe¬

tite," shu saul, while s-ating n-usrif oppo.ileClaiit*,
.'

rm I see ii hasn't unite kilo tl me.

"1 think JOB will survive it,'1 said Claire, with
one ni b*i tiltia naaieal laughs.

There was not much talk between the two friends
while dinn.-r lasted, ami wliat them was look a

ile.uilory and aimless turn. The butler waited
faultier.sly « there y\rrn aighl emir *..* Clare had
rani that ii wmilil be a verv plain diunur, ami Mrs.
Digga -".'telly smiled ns she reineinh'Ted lhe worils.
Tue clinking was parfaal ; it Initl all of what the
ii'iuniiet. wmilil call I'aii.siui sentiment, Ihoiign no

undue uchnesr. Clair* at« spaiinglr, yet witu ap¬
pal en t re 11-h. She drank a Illili- champagne, which
lbl had puned imo a foblat and mixed with water.
1 here wer-oilier wines, hut she toaCQOd none of
ih in. Mrs. Higgs Uni, h. wev.T, sippiug three or

lour, until she Mat herchalkv wanness ol Hut and
11,11,0*1 got a lunch ni at uni color.

" 1 in-ver lake but one wino, .is a rule," shs saul,
" iiml 11'iil's Ciaiel. Hut the sieigh-riih dillie um

BB to ile bone. I begin to feel quit.-'warm and com¬
fortable, now. Ho you always take champagne,
Clune T"

"Aly.ays. Hut only a little. It's companionable
to li ut h yo ir lips tu, now and the i, ¦>**. hen y.ui sit

through iiiiise very lung dinners. I aappoaa tho
duiner* ul ceri.un sm-u-iy originally drove me

t il. Hui I tun very DamfOl."
What au au -he ,.,i , thal with!' thought Mrs.

Higgs. 'Ami four rn.hs ago, at Coney island,
sile waa unknown, uiinol iced.'
Tba Whole icpast was exij.mite. While it lasted

('Lue never mn e i*,>'Le tn un butler, lin Beedad
no oiii.'is ; everything win done as im-11 and in

silently ns it coiilrl lie il ni -. In his way ii** was .*in

inaptwacbabla artist, like tba invisible tbei be nw

stalls, wno bad rya.ked ihn blameless dinner Irom
lite i Baot ot tn.- um nuked.

.Ins- al tba a "I ol d - en Claire saul to her gueit:
"rtiial! yul take coll.* T'' "uh, dear, no," replied
Mi-. Iiigg-i, "I don't cvi-u dais. I'm ueivnis

ri'Ui'.'ii as lt is."
Bal Claire had cotT-i-, black as ink, ami served to

In r ii a tiny cup. as tum a* a WBB laat. I'reseiiily
t *.e I wo lllelnls brc.lllic awain thal tiley wno aioue.
i in* li.i'l.r had g. \i il limit S'l'iiiiiig to .". Hike

imus aa 1.1*..ii*. Im had lull behind him two

. ri Bl tl Ui.g. I 1.1.wis. with a slim slu*_ of MaOfl llia'-
iii_ in euell, ('laue bul Bolah) il ber coll. e. >he
roos aad .. woad inward tu* lowen m tba centre ot

lb.* 1.1>>.r. A her lingers played among I hem they
. u, ii to break, aimoat of their own accord, into

two aaparata baoabaa, Bba went reaad to M .;.

Higgs ami gav. bal OB*of th se, re'auiitig tba oilier,
l'reseinlv each h ul mau.' for herself un unpmuipiu
cormp,-. Mrs. Higgs bad not siiokcii lor SOVantl mu-
ii'<. sho bad uni,e.I i.ei-ii abunnualiy quid _v_r

sin., ihe initl. i's departure, lim faun. graoataJ
sp,emim ot it ail ha i a ive. bar, It had such a un-

ish, sm u a choiceness, sue i a gentle dignity of exc-

Cltl um.
".'-null we sit near tin. lire T" a«ke.! Clure, ns fo-

grti.ri they IlloVed Unlit in- table. "Ur would Juli
pn lei mi.* of tie ilraw mg-rooms f "

.* I in- tim is s lovely." saut Mrs. Digga " I-et's
sit bare." bb* dropped lat* a chair as she apoke.

also seated mis. ll, not tar lrnui the inc.

tbimgh a little distaaoa away fruin her friend.
hud.b-uly tba lIo-.il-_r.itr-. o Mra. Higgs1* cnthusi-

nsm bani oren. She Iud (_M______f'*_.a Bll.-nci' lo

¦aka up im. "Ob, Clair*,' she exelaiatad, "its
jil_l l>n 'e. t! 1 d.ill'l sri* bow Voil da lt ! 1 loll't see

Whne nil earth yul! gol the exi ll. lue from! Il 1
had lavaa limes ymir m..ney /1 mildu'l li -gin to

Kara my boaaebold _iaohio*r_r move m thia de*
llghtful, Wi-li-oiletl way. Mj vervain- umihl steal;
my lief wiuibl get druiik inv lungiutlcsticn would
all go,' in*, ry I'm sui" it w ul.I "

Claire laughed. "lin very composed about it
all," she said. " 1 kn-p quita cool. 1 like ii, t....

I lorn is a great deal iii I hal. Ithui'i iii--_.ii manage-
ill ul so much as tba aapariotandene* ol others^
ma. a.'.'im m. I'm a e.ut ol boin iiveis'er."
" lou're a boin leader." Mis Digga WBBlooking

at lu r very aitentiv Iv, now. "And how capably
y mi mr hailing! How you've carnell yOUT point,
riane! IobaarvB von. aad absolutely marvel!
I can't realize thai inn ate really uml truly
Hf C.ney Island Claire, don't .you know! You've
Si nt up s... ou'ie so mighty. 1 l's lints a dream."
"IVs¦ rat} pli-asaui dream."
Bba said tins aichly ami mu -tli fill ly. But Mrs.

IJig^'s ou a sudden bfcame solemn.
"i latte," nlie went mi, "you remember what I

told you in our little confab, the Otber day, al lha
Lauderdale*.' reception? Its tra*, my dear. You're
like a pen-on at a gainbling-tahle, who begius to

lay for pastime and iuds by playing for gu ed.
ou know 1 dote -in you. uml you know I ne.vei

house my words when I'm in downright earnest
Play
iou

Ymir love lor pomp ami luxury, my dear, is i.cconi-
in_ B v.ce. IBB, au actual vic. You don't take
yniu ti iiimphs moderately, aa von ilo your cham-
pagne- itnl-vtalei. fofl illink tleep ul tbem. and let
them Ily In ymir bead. Ob, I caa ncc it well enough.
Ami I tremble for you. 1 tremble, Claire, be¬
cause ..."
M Walli Bnataw . . . T"
Sue imi luese questions with a smile, us Mrs.

Digga pattaed. Hui it was a aa.Ua of tba lipa only.
"Uh, bacaaaa Bikini might change in inlay, al-

uuisi aa hoar. Toa koo* just what vast risks your

baabaad oouataatljraaa. v..u know winn tn_at
happen."

C'laire rose at this. Her repose was gone; nar

piquant excitability bad seemed abraptly to nunn.

bba did mn appear in the least angry. Mrs. Higgs
would have lined ii better lishe bad shown a

wrathful sign or two.
" Don t lei Bl talk of those grim matters, please,*'

she ba.d. Mie came very closo lo her OOBSpaaioB.
aud then, takiug botu tho latter's builds, sank down
on h. r knees. Her taco was lit with a charmin*
yet restless cheerfulness. " Hear friend, you spoke
a minute ago ot my triumphs. Hu you know, I've
never secured just what I wanted until to-dayf
You thoii'.ht 1 had, but you were wrung. Shall I
tell v.ii why f " Mrs. Higgs was iuwardly tliuik-
ing, as oue ill-favored but generous woman will
Homet mies Hunk ot ai.oilier, how purely ouchanting
was her manner ami how richly she deserved to wm

Ul* .smial iiistinctmn sbe hal attained.
"I suppose .ou mean, Claire, that Hollister to¬

day completed tbe last thousand of his lourlh or

bf iii million, eh!"
"()h, not at alb I don't mean anything of tho

sort. 1 don't know anything about Herbart*
adair*, nowadays. Ho keeps them ali to himself.'
"Well, then,"what is itt"
.'You'll laugh when you hear. You recollect tba

great ladies' luncheon that 1 am to give next Irl-
Bay T"
" Of course I do. I'm going to honor it."
"And so are two other... Mrs. Van Horn anti Mrs.

Ridgeway Lee. Thev have uevcr honored any-

tuiiigof mino until now. Pcor Mrs. Arcularius
yielded, ami bowed before me, long ago. My old
Bcliool-onemy, Ada Gerrard, more freckled, more

arrogant, more stupid than aver, ls one of my most

willing allies. I had conquered them ail, but I
could uot oonquer those two women. They stood
aloof, and their standing aloof was a perpetual dis¬
tress." __

"Claire, Claire," exolaimed Mrs. Higgs, you
make me wonder at you. Wbat waa tba hostility of
these two woaini, whether open or repressed I You
had all tbe others to pay you court. \Y hy should you
have cared! Tbey saw your success. They are

powerful, but their power could not keep you from
asserting and ___intaiuiu__ yours. I repeat, why
stotild you care f "

"I did care. But it is al over now." Sha rose to
her feet, with a full laugb, as she said these words.
"They am coming to my luncheon. They ba va
both accepted. They have acknowledged Bia. I
have forced them to do ____"

She uttered that last senteuce with a mock
fierceness that en.l-.tl in laughter. But she could
not hide from ber friend tbe intense seriousuoas
""¦'¦.> which these expressions had sprung.
Before Mrs. Iflggs could answer, a servant en¬

tered the room by one of tbe draped doorways lead¬
ing into thc ..ifoil* beyond. Ho was not tbe butler,
who had so admirably served them at dinner, but a

[oonnun, charged with other special offices. He
handed Claire a card, which she read and tosae-1
aside. I be m-xt munumi she dismissed hun by a
slight motion of the hand.

" Let me see that card," said Mrs. Diggs. " Has
fliivhr.dy called whom I know P
Claire was lookiug straight into the tumbled,

lurid logs of the hearth.
" IBB, you know bim, of course," she .aid. " It

was only Stuart Goldwin. 1 am not at home to-
night. Not to any one except you, I mean. I gave
orders." v

A silence ensued. Mrs. Diggs presently made one
of l:0r plunges. "Claire, they say that Goldwin is
madly in love m_\ yon."
She gave tx sharp turu ht the neck, fixing ber eyes

ea har friend's lace. "That is all lhey say, I hope.
They can't say.well, you understand wbat they
can a*f say."
"That you care for him. Well.no.Yon bara

boan y ry discreet. You have arnuad wonder¬
fully. Very few women could havo done it wnh
tho name nicety."
Claire threw back ber head, with a haughty,

fleeting smile, "Anv woman could bave done it
Who fall Hali.jftrfectly safe, aa I feel."
" You mean that this gtand Goldwin, who swavs

tbs stock-market, can't <_ .ickon your pulse by oue

degree."
..dm looked -steadily at Mrs. Diggs. " I did

not nay that I meant that. But. 1 do, if you
choose to isk me point blank. We're very good
friend. He ;. muses me. I faucv that I amtisa him.
If I do more, tu; doesn't tell mn so. Ile understands
what would happen if he did."
Sha was staring at the tire again. Its lustres

pla veil upon the silken folds of her dress, and made
the gold glimmers start aud fade in her chestnut
bair.
Mis. Hi.gs wus not reclining in lier chsir; she

was leanina sideways, with both black eyea riveted
on ('laue's h^lf-averted lace.

"Claire." she saul, "I'm no awfully glad to hear
you say that, lt makes me like you better, if such
a Hung y.cre imambia Upofl my word, to bo Irink.
iu th.* most friendly wav, I did think there was a
little danger, don't you know, of . . Well, you've
settled all doubts, of course. Hut then, my dear,
you never w.-re enormously food of Hollister. You
let hun ailore yon, don't you know T Ou, I've __eu
if all. There's no use in getting angry."
"I'm not angry," wild Claire. She was again

looking fall at ber friend. She had put one daiuty-
hooted loot on the low gilt trellis whi<*ri rose be¬
tween the ru< and the hearthstone. "We seem to
drift upon vry unpleasant, subj-cts this evening,"
.ba eoiitiiiiied. " 1 aaa afraid oar little intimate re¬

union is nd g ung to be a sm-ces*"
"You are unary!" exclaimed Mrs. Diggs, re-

pi ari.fu!,y. " You've chain* .d. Claire You're not
the same lo me as vii WWtt beiore you b.'came a
great lady. Now, don't deny it*. You feel your
nata, aa my dear Manhattan would say. You keep
un- at a distance. Yoll-"
Heio Mis. Higgs paused, for tho sams footm. _.

who bad before appeared now made a eecond
eolian e. Tnis time he handed Claire a nuie.
" I here is no answer, Madame," he said tn Fieuch,
an at on*, softly vanished.
"I'.rdou nie," said Claire;, as she tore open the

envelope. Mrs. Higgs watched her while she read
the content, of the utile. Her perusal took some

time. Hbo read the llue-- written pares oms, twice,
thrice. Her tatt ha 1 grown very grave in the mean¬

while.
Mullion] y she et umul.-.l the note iu one hand, and

(lui- n u to tbe lire. Her eyes Hashed and ber lip
quivered as she did so.
"Tor Heaven's sake. Claire," appealed lier friend,

" what is Ibo mat er f I suppose C> mulla or Sylvia
I.e.* semis a renret for Itiueheon. Yontare so foolish
to mind what they ilo! Von recollect what 1 used
to tollfW8 about Cornelia. Hilt why should you
min I bar airs amt capt u s noyvl Von are u'terly
above her.oi* rather, you have shown her that two
can reign in the same kin__'!ow. You could cut

hal dead with pert "ct impunity. That's a aond
deal to say, don't you know, but you positively
could!''
" No. no," said Claire, with a clouded face and a

little wave of the hand. " il luis nothing to tlo with
either of those women.: lt is .. "bat* she paused,and
hoff breath came tjuick' " It is from lleverley
Thurston."
" H.-vet ley! * exclaim .tl Mrs. Dii-g*. " Why, he's

iu Kurope."
" He got back yesterday. He has learned about

me. 1 nip-ill. e his sister bas told hun. Amt ho
writes to me in a tone of imDertinence. Yes, it's
nothing e se. He wri es to me as if 1 were tonie
-iiitii 1 creator*. Ha presumes to be sorry for me.

Ile says lhat ho will pav tue a visit if 1 eau spare
hun an hour irom the giddy life I am leading. ... I
don'l remember tba exact wm.ls he uses; lt is not
mi much what he wittes as what he ...ems to y.nte.
The whole no'o brea hes of patronage aud commis¬
eration. Tn mt I. think of Ul What righi bas he T
What right did 1 ev.r irive him T"
Mrs. I li stirs started up fiom lier chair. "Why, mv

dear Claire," aba said, " you urn greatly excited!"
" 1 am miserabletw ciietl Claire. She almoti -stag¬

gered toward Mrs. Hi^gs. amt fl ii ti sr botb arm*

a.out her friend's neck. " I am miserable.miser¬
able!'' sn* vrent . with a sudden paroxysm of
trais. she leain-.l her pii'U.I young head on Mrs.
Hiiigs's bony shoulder, beginning to .sob unite

wildly, " Ho I deserve reproaehaav Have I nen
so wrong? Whit evil have I iluue T Let my coq-

-i ip.. t r, iable me il it will, hut be is not'my cou-

siieiice. How dBi* _M reproach mel"
A violent seizure of sous made Claire incapable of

further spaenb. Mrs. Digga let tbe cliugiiiit arius

ciasp bar, Mie did not km. \ what tu aimwer ; she
scarcely knew what to think. Sim only blt, at

Baexpeoted moment, that she loved Claire
ra v mo n. ami would always slay her -tauru

tneud, uo maller what bitter ill might overtake
her.

| /ii be Continued.|

FIRMS AND HIE WEAl llER.

A srt'OY UK MBTBOaO-OQICAt lNriXI'N'CI-. OM

ria* luaaaa

Authentic recorda of the Ios-jps by lire over

lana ur. .im nt aaBatty and for lour p--nods of tune afford

a >mntlaiil proof that peculiarities ot, lunate and weatber

chm I. an apprii Inhle Intitieuce un tbe trsi|ueticy mid

Ue«iriiftivi-ii.-si nf tires. A reporter for Tub Ihibikk,

having lu,.kr,I up tula su!y|ect i-..¦'inly, hue found tbs

Ul.i'm. neiiilrnce li.lwirSli tile Weal!. er and Hie tire -lots
an interesting utility. Tbere ls Considerable difficulty In

..alu. m.;, for purpose of comparison, tms won hy
flames el flre-lois.e ami meteor.,....leal data for Ibo .ame

un-.uinl period. Indeed. resp-Clnj, the former there

are no estimates of tbe general (Ire Iwis by Stales and

Territories exempt those Kiren lu the Ore-tab es pub¬
lished by The Chronicle, au insurasre uewspaperaf tats

,*lty.
One of the most noticeable facts Id such a comparison

ls tue close relation existing brtween tbe ral afall of a

section und Its tire.hms. Tbis Interdependence will be

.iilllclently indicated by one or two ll.Ustrall.ms. Take
lu- month of Mm eli. which ls noted for nit_.i ot illogical

variability, aud compare tho tire-loss durlag that mouth

tor a series of years In one section, say tlie Middle
Atlantlo mates.New-York, New Jersey, Maryland,
Pennsylvania. Delaware amt Vu.lnla. I'lTldlng the

months into two classes, those lu windi the precipitation
was In excess of the av.-ru,'** sud tb >se la which il was

dettclrut, thu following in mini ls otitulned :

Precipitation.Kxretttie. Fire.lots.
Merell, 1HT0. _.-» ai.Soll.iiuO
Mardi. 1S77. . 0.3. l.S__._o_
Man ti IMO. XII l.'.tiK.OUU
March,1S.11. 1.67 l,_yu,000

ATersgS.$1,71..740
Preclpitati*n.Prurient. Fire toil.

MsrcU, l»7_. o.4d S.'.tSl.oOO
March. 1X79 . 1 li-) 1,037.00.
March. U-t-J. 098 _._._...0I
Msrili.13-3. LU i.Vil.OOO

Avetscs.VI.'irlAil
Here i-a si,own rn tolerably uniform increase ot the 'oe*

wh«n the ralufali fell below the a.. rage and a di crease

when tbe rainfall was sxce.slve. If anet her month be

taken, .lune tor iestauce, that beinic the latest mouth of

the current vear fnr which complete uieteerolorieal
infill ini.i'i*>n ls ubtalaabie, a similar result will be ob¬

tained, as shown br this table:
Precipitation. ______*** Fire-lots.

Jenn, 1971 . XS8 $1,5H'.."00
Iuds. 1H77. O.-J l._7S.O00
Tuis, 1*1*. 0.54 1.017.01.0
judi, 18-1. llS SOS.Ooe
Jane, 1S.3. _._. l,_3l*,60*O

AviMIS.$1,_?_._00
Pie -ipttiition-fle/leteiit. Lire-toil.

Jase, 1H70. .sbslilly. »'_,_7l.0(M)
Jubb, 1 sr-} >. O.'JS '<_.__4.000
JuBS, Itt!. Ut 1,344000

A»st.ijJ.$*-.'_-I'.GbO
In tike wanner a similar ihowiti**; for every mooth In

tbe year probably could be made. Tlir_ug_o.it tba
e.oimiry al lurce the liiQueiii-e <.f 1 lunate on ibe Ure*loss
ls easily irac.tl; ths umist s_ciiun» generally exhibiting
a li.lit loss aad tbe arid sections u beary iona lu fall*
.orale's dry and rainy seasoas tbe climatic effe.'t is

particularly apparent.
Aside trom tne direst effect exerted bv tbo weathsr

tkers ls an Indirect Influence which is by no m.atis

unimportant. Thin, ll_littun-{ tires usually oocur only
helwsen April and October: lamp and lantern accidents,
as Urn o*uses. sra most numerous in tue wists., sad
dsfsctlvs heating apparatus, sterns aad flues. gn*e'he
most trouble during ths cold season. Continued periods
af droutht (five rUs to destru_ti.e prairie and forest
Brea ihsre is a tradition mm.us: some underwriters tbat
lares snowstorms are succeeded by heavy Bree. G«n-

enilly tbs Influence of the weather can be observed ouly
la tbs aggregate ttre.losi for a lena period, although
eceastouaily this lulliienire ls ssarksd la tbs esses of
ii.iwi_.i_t (Ires.fleur mill Urea espsolaliy. If the day ls

hoi ana dry, as e-intsd out by tbs late Professor 1 obis,

«f Louisville, there ls likely lo he an explosion of Cereal
dual, whereas If ths Ure nappeas la a cool and humid
day tue danger of aa sxino.ioo ls almost entirely re¬

mo .sd. As a mle, lt may bs stated that, all ether things
bolo*, equal, a damp at__.sp_.-rs leads to make conibus-
tion slow ned lessen the exposurshaxara, while it]
a ral o r has aa oppssitc iff cu

OLD AND NEW MILFORD.
A FAMOUS PENNSYLVANIA TOWN.

COB_iJtlL__JS THR QIA-TT-WILLIAM BROS.* AND OTHEI
CELKBRITIES.-THE MOUilKN BESOBT.

f FROM AH OCCASTONAL COKRHSIIINIiKM OF THB TBIB__tB.|
Milfobd, Penn., Au*. 30..The D .riawara

Valley, from tbe Water Gap to Harrock, N. Y.,adls-
tance of over 100 mile., ls now an almost continuous
summer resort, alt hough lt is ouly a few years since a
¦ city boarder " was unknown at any point farmer up
tbe valley than Milford, aud a rarity between here amt
the Water Oap. Milford bas been a popular summer
resort for many years. The pioneer city visitor to tlio

place was Allen Cuthbert, a prominent merchant of
Philadelphia, who came hero with bis wife fifty-four
years ago this summer. The venerable couple bave

spent their summers here every year bnt one since, and
that year.187. they were In Kurope. Thoy are hera
this season at the Sawklll House, tbe hotel they selected
on their lirst visit, and wbich tbey have Invariably malo
their quarters. Tbere were no railroads then, and Mil¬
ford was one of tho main stopping places for coaches on
tbe turnpike which was the principal thoroughfare
between New-York City and tbe " lake country."

THKRF. WKRK GIANTS IN THOSE DAYS.
TheSawklll was tben only a village tavern, anl wss

kept by u remarkable man named Lewis Cornelius, who
at the time of bis death In 1.41 niii-jt have -been tho
heaviest person lu tbe country. Tbe followlug ls a copy
of u certified entry lu one of the books o' record in lha
clerk's office of tbis county, the original entry having
been ma hr Immediately after Mr.* Cornelius's death :
I.e v.*l.s Cornelius.Hied September 27, 1841.
IIlis height waa t! leet.
circumference below the waist, feet 2 Inches.
'nenin ferenee above thc waist, U feet'_ _i Inches.

Circumference of urui above the elbow, 'J feet ii inches.
circumference of arm below tbe el>ow, 1 foot 9 Inches.
Circumference of wrist, 1 foot 3 Inches.
Circumference of thigh, A leet 2 Inches.
< ireumf.reuce of calf of leg, 'J feet 7 inches.
Circumference of an ale, 1 root 7 Inches.
Ills weight was _5 _i pounds, without clothing.
Duriug his lifetime Mr. Cornelius would not consent

to be weighed. The above was bis weight after death,
snd after a long Illness, during which he had lost niue li
flesh. Mr. Cornelius was survived by a wtfe and seven

children, three sons and four daughters. The manage¬
ment of tbe hotel ha_ never passed oat of the hands of
the family. The wife, the tbree sons and one daughter
arc .lea", and tbe bouse ls now mauaged by the remain¬
ing daughter. Two of the sons weighed over 300 pounds
each at the time of their death, and tbe deceased
daughter weighed over 400. Oce soo, who died two

yearn ago, bad been Sherill of tbe comity dvo times.
From the time of the elder Cornelius until now tbe fanni

of tho Hawkin House has been wilie for the excellenco
of tts table. It bas been patronized by Joseph Jefferson,
Hamnet Randall, George II. Boker, members of tha
Drexel faintly, and many others celebrated in politics
and the professions.

SOME OF TnE PIONEERS.
At the ttmc Allen Cuthbert discovered Milford lt was a

iiualut, nlil fusiil,.neil village, but of much more Impor¬
tance tn a business way tbau lt can boast of being now.

Janies Wallace, father of the late Francis B. Wallace,
tbo well known Wall Street broker, kr pt a small country
store here, and Cyril C. D. Pinehot, father of James W.

1'lncbot, of New-Yor_, now it leading and wealthy pa¬
tron or ar*, in tbat city, was a clerk lu hts father's still
smaller store, li. an old frame building In tbe village.
Deacon Mo-es liross kept a, raftsman's tavern on tho

banks ot tho Delaware. The Clacou bad a son William,
among a host of other children. It was among tbe lin¬

tier- of William to row a boat out on tbe river wbeu rafts
were running, and to peddle gin, apple-jack, hard-boiled

eggs ami pie to the raftsmeu. Oue day he boarded a

raft piloted by Georgi) Bush, a pioneer temperance ad¬

vocate. Learning thc lad's name. Bush satd to him that
he was altogether too Hue and bright-looking a boy to bo

selling liijtior, and advised him to quit lt, study, aud ho

might be a Governor some day. William was so ini.

pii-ssel "with the advice of the pilot that he went homo
uu.l told bis father that 'he would sell gin uo longer.
There was a printing oflice in Milford at that early day.
Young Bi uss trent to work In lt as ¦ devil " and learned
tho printer's trad.-. Subsequently he went to Chicago,
tben nut a struggling village. The words of George

Bush, ¦ you tuuy be a Governor some day," were always
with bim. Ile never became exactly a Governor, but no

was oue ot tbe fo anders of The Chicago Tribune, and be¬
came I.ieiitrtiaiit-C.ivt-ruor of Illinois.
aM Ilford at that time was made up almost entirely of old

lilac blooded families, aud tbey formed an aristocracy
unto themselves. Among tlieiii were th. lir_.t__u.l_,
the Motts, thc DI in mic ks, the I.hlreds, all claiming au

ancestry both un lent anti honorable.one at lca.it trac¬

ing direct lineage back to tbe a-Bcckets of Kugland.
Itlchard Brodkesd, Unit"*il States Senator and one.

within oue vote of being the Democratic nominee for

Bred lent, at that time au equivalent to electtou; Henry
H. Mott, for years a leader lu tbo Democratic party of
I', univ lr,mia, and a power In Its councils, who waa

elected Oaaal Coiiiintsaiout-rlii lS74over George Darcy,
by -OO.OOii majority, amt waa the last President of tho
Board of Pul.Ile Works ami the Pennsylvania Kailroad
previous to their sale to the State; W. ll. Dimmick, ju¬
rist aud statesman, for roars a loading ineuiber oi Con¬
gress; Samuel _ Dimmick, Attorney-General of 1'cun-
m U ania in 1m74 and prospective Bepnhilcan cauditl ito
for litivernor at thu time of his death; Nathaniel Eldred,
one of Pennsylvania's most learned and revered Judges,
and Naval tulle, r nt. Philadelphia limier Buchanan's Ad-
uiuil.U allon, -all callie from this thou exclusive stock.

TIIK M L-ORD OF TO-riAY.
But tho Milford of to-day ls a far different altair flinn

the HUB. of fifty years ago. The descendants of tho

old families ult) here lu abundance, to be sure, and re¬

tain the traditions of their rat la* rs. Marriage and Inter¬

marriage have mad. tbo whole community, almost, akin,
anti the stranger needs linve a care how be remarks til

ono native some peculiarity he may have observed tn
another. Ii may bo No. One's sister or bis collum or hla
aunt. But with tbe a-sthetlc atmosphere of the place
there ta uow mingled much tbat ls very perceptibly
ut 111 turi au: and allen blood, with little knowledge of

past traditions of the place snd less care for them, is
rapiuly wiping them out aud removing ull that may re¬

mind coming generations tbat tbey ever exIsteJ. True,
the old Court House.the oldest but oue In the Htate,

having been built In ISM -stands un.hanged ns to ap¬
pearance, a uuiiliit uiriny-bueii stone structure ot tho

angular, unmeaning loeal architecture of seventy yeola
ago. But lt ls a court house uo longer, for lt was aban¬
doned ten years aro for a muru modern aud pretentious
sttiicuire, un 1 the luillitlug which has echoed with the

eloi'Ufiice of the great lawyers ot a post era.thc Jes-

sups, tbe K. Mers, the Porters, tbo Woodwards und hosts
of others.ls now handed over to the couuty as the coni-

moii Jail. Tue old-ianhloaed Homesteads have been re-

p!_. e,t hy " residences " of modem architecture and
pretciith.us surroundings. The village nouses are no

tamma bouses but "cottages." The modest taverns
whoso swim-lug stgus onie announced " Eutertutntiteiit
for niau and beast," are nuw coinuiodioua "hotels"
where entertainment for Hie casual man and beast. In
tim i*mumer limn at least, depends iu a nival measure on
how much space the city buartiers occupy.
That thc average etty hoarier has good sense ls shown

hy tbe fact tbat he l.s alw sys on baud in the fii'lest pon~
sil.le force. In Miilonl. trom emly in the season until
Ute. Its twelve large uud excellent hotels aud numer¬
ous boardiug-lious's ar.: ut present crowded wit ii tins
best neople of New-Yors, Bi .m_|r ii an.l Piillartelphl*.
Milfmil is reiiciH'il Irom New- York by tbe El ie Kail moy
lo Port J.l iib. a tluer iiuui V nile. A drive Of k«veil
miles from Port Jervis.tor the clamor of no railroad baa
ever yet profaned these ijuiet precincts.over a road as

bard ... cement aud wonderfully smooth, running atom,
thc base ut a lofty suit precipitous raoice of mountains,
ta.._ ucl willi 1,1.li, perpendicular ehlls of slate rock,
brings the visitor t> .Milford. The uttractioua of this
ie-or; ure, first, tl.*', charming location: secoud, tho
gi mt.I work nature hus dune around lt; third, its tishlug
anti limiting .rounds; fourth, tbe geueral excellence of
Un hotels aud boarding-houses. Millord Iles ou a bruin!
plateau, two hundred feet al. .ve thc Delaware .liver, and
ul.out one tbousaail feet above tide, lt couimauils a
vie up tbe valley that ls Indescribably beautiful, fi.i.ig
lu tue mountains, vales, plains and iorcsts.it three States,
the Ucla ware eui.lin.' through the lmul..ca[«-, .and vls-
ii,ie for miles. Ht di hills surround the vllago ou tbroo
sides, ovei which nliHited roads lead ttl tbo uiauy Inter¬
esting points iu thc vicinity, ir tho site of Millor.lli.nl
Leen -elected especially for a sanitarium, a better chuteo
could not have been matte. The streets of the village aro
Ino.1.1 uud free from dust, cums esch other alright
angles, ami are ordered by splendid maple trees,

I...ni! '.el.iro tho visitor iipproafliiUK Millord reachea
tbe vihage, he will eoe a hold mountain nt anding out pm.ui-
iiently In the landscape before him. This is an elevation
known us" the Knoll, rising nearly oue thousand feet
ainu e the Dlaee, lbs base being a short half mlle distant.
A footpath louds to the summit of the Knob, aud tho
climb ls a favorite one with the city people, the couutry
for fifty miles around railing beneath the gmt**.
A mlle from Milford arc thc Mawkili Falls. After Hon¬

ing for some distance st tho bottom of a rocky surge,
whoso precipitous walls of rock Use lu places one huu-
dred leet above the water, the Haw kill Creek leaps from

a lad*, some twenty feet la height, tbeu aatneis itself in

a glassy pool, aud a short distance further on plunges
innilly down Ibo faco ol a perpendicular precipice .

The ('lins, a wall of periiendlcular roeks, thrse miles In

length, crowned with sturdy growths of cedar, spruce
and other evergreens, and rising a thousand feet above

tho wagou road, ure a mile below Milford, and, reachea
hy au ea_iv wagon road, are a lavorite resort af visitors,
the view from the summit extending as far dowu tho

river as the Water Gap and as far in everv direction.
Three tulles below Mitford, reached either by the river

mad or a mountain rood In the Interior, are the alls of
the Kay iiuui,ls.Ul. These falls wero ths subject of ono
ur Edmund C. (Bellman's most lieaatlful pieces of prose*
writing. .Mr. stediiiau spent several seasons to .Milford,
wbsro be bas many warm friend. who sympathize witli
him lu tao misfortune thai has overtaken lum.
There are numerous other points of Interest _.bou_

Milford-tue river, wbich ls broad and deep hero: n

number of lakes high ba tbe mountains, and seores ol
wateruils other than tnsso mentioned. The drives, tba
rowing aud the fishing are unsurpassed, and tbe elans ot
ueo_ le one finds at the hotels mo ls one * kicb enjoys alt
the favorite social divert Vireo;*- bops, private thee.-.
rlcali. etc, and tbey aro *-_o_*quently provided W_U_*»
out sitni, If aol al oue hovel, teen al au ot U.i.


